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Renaming a Data Expression

Field names in databases are often difficult to interpret. Using user-friendly names enables you to
understand the field's contents more easily. For example we are unable to tell from the expression
Name whether the expression refers to a customer name or salesman name. Changing the expression:
Name to Customer Name makes the expression less ambiguous.

1. Right-click on the data expression to be renamed.
2. Select Rename. The Rename dialog box is displayed.
3. Enter the new name and click OK. The new name is displayed.

Copying a Data Expression

You are able to create special expressions, for example, formulas and SQL expressions from a copy
of existing data expressions. An existing expression is copied and changed to a special expression.

1. Right-click the expression and select Copy.

2. Right-click on the data container and select Paste. The copy of the expression is pasted below the
container.

3. Right-click the expression and select Rename.

4. Enter the new name in the Rename dialog box and click OK.

Deleting a Data Expression

Once you have created a data expression you might find that you no longer require the expression in your
container. You are then able to delete the data expression. A data expression can only be deleted if it is
not being used in a report, in the case that it is being used in a report, you would need to remove it from
the report and then delete the expression from the data container.

1. Right-click on the expression.
2. Click Delete.
3. Click Yes to confirm the deletion.
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Renaming a Data Connection

Once you have created a data connection you are able to change the name of the data connection at
any time.

1. Select the Data connection.
2. Edit the connection name in the Connection Name property field and click Apply.

Moving a Data Connection

You are able to move a data connection from one connection object to another. This will obviously only
work if the connections are of the same type.

Select the Data connection.

Right-click and select Move to.

Select the connection type and click OK.

Click OK.

Right-click on the connection and select Check/Test.

aRrwN=

Timeout Settings

When running BIC reports on large sets of data you might need to adjust the BIC timeout settings. This
allows you to increase the time allowed before the user would receive a timeout error message.

There are 2 ways to resolve a timeout error:
In the BIC Administrator:

1. In the Object window, select the desired container
2. On the Properties window, select Show advanced
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3. Go to Timeout Enquiries after (seconds)
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4. Increase the number of seconds here

Or

Select show advanced

Timeout setting
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l‘.j BIC . cxExportDil.bpl IndyProtocols110.bpl
) BICUpdate exExtEditorsD11.bpl IndySystem1 10.bpl
[C)BIRES cxGridD11.bpl inet100. byl
I DBScripts cxLibraryD1 1, bpl Install.infao
IJDDF cxPageConkralll 1. bpl EMetaData
I Images cxTreelistD11.bpl }MetaData
|JLogs dbrtl 100, bpl EPESTDE\-‘DCDH\-‘EFW?

) m — _ PLCONFIG.exe
I Web ©ukput E] DDS Mapping Accounts o [PLCOMNFLG
addict3_d10.bpl %] pDS Mapping Budgets ABpLmaINT
adort| 100, bpl E] D03 Mapping Cuskomer F‘LSuppl:urt

6. Open PLCONFIG and make the necessary changes

=i Pastel BIC Configuration E|

Default Execution Timeout Limit mj' Lpdate Al | Timeout
Default Connection Tirmeaut Limit Q0030 j

Parameter Lookup Timeout Limit Qo030 j

Sample Data Linit 00050 j

Parameter Lookup Limit 02000 j

[ Log Report Higtary

Report Community Server

|vavawe. pastel.co.za

Repart Community Address

|httpi.-".-"WWW.DES'ZELDD.ZE.-"E||:.-"I3IIII'I'II'I'IL,Ir'Iit_'.-'

[ Manual Config far PYS Auta Connection Systenm

[ Apply Tracing

Save Cloze

Note, that if it gets changed inside the Administrator, it is only for that container.
Under PLCONFIG it is for ALL the containers.

Running a batch report

The Run Report Batch facility allows users to run a sequence of reports one after the other from top to
bottom.



p)A S1TeEuLs quenee)wilbalways be top to bottom so it is important to name your reports in a way

that will ensure that the report you want run first is at the top of the batch.
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Creating a batch report to run:

Create a folder for the reports that will make up the Batch report run
Name your reports according to the run sequence
Select the folder that contains your reports and click on the Run Report Batch Icon

(& Pastel Business Intelligence Centre - [Report Manager]

g File Action Report Tools  Window  Help

_ Run Report
olaEpwev] | >ew|ae|lalalEn @l -], P
Object [ - Batch icon
Run Report Batch
(1%} Home Folder 1D
:mj Demonstration 2

e BIC will automatically run each report in sequence as they appear in the folder

Locking and Unlocking a report

Locking freezes the properties of a report so that it cannot be modified. Users can then only run the
report.

Locking a report:

e Select the report that you want to lock
e Click on the Lock icon on the menu bar to lock your report

(E Pastel Business Intellipence Centre - [Report Manager]

7@ File Action Report Tools  Window Help

o/ E B v] -] »lo|e|e¢]aisim)l L2 LockIcon

Object | Prope
@ Home Repor
[ Demanstration 5
tdanagement Pack D-2-0 [ Demo |
S : Fieoor

e You will be asked to enter an Unlock Password and then to confirm the Unlock Password

uEnter an Unlock Password 1

Cancel

e The report properties will immediately be unavailable
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ACCOL  Th Feport iz Locked for E diting E}

Unlocking areport:

e Click on the Unlock icon

@ Pastel Business Intellipence Centre - [Report Manager]

m’*FiIe Action  Report  Tools  Window Help

.lﬁl"ﬁlll.lvl "| @ @@ G0 B Unlock Icon

[ Object [ Prop:
@Hume Repar
= Demonstration -

Wz’ Management Pack D-2-0 [ Demo | n
e . enor

e Enter the Unlock password

Tr:ter an Unlock Password

e The report properties will immediately be available
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Using an Excel Workbook as a Data Source

In order to use an existing Excel Workbook as a data source for a report, the data needs to be organized
into named ranges.

Naming the Data Ranges

—_

Open the workbook in Excel.

2. Make sure that the data is stored with accurate headings so that when expressions are added, the
data remains meaningful.

3. Select the data required for report writing purposes by highlighting it.

4. Select Formulas, Define Names

Boolkl - Microsoft Excel

Home Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Add-Ins

ft > I : 2 Al =

~=) Define Name ~
£ Use in Formula ~

Insert AutoSum Recently Financial Logical Text Dated& L Moare ame
Function = Jsed Time~ R Functions Manager B Create from Selection
Function Library Defined Mames
RawDataCols - fe | CustomerCodeName
A B 5 D E F ¢
1 | CustomerCodeName ProductCodeName SalesPersonName Store Qty TotalSale
2 |ARCHO1-ARCH'S BAKERY BOHEO1-Bohemian Grapey Tea FRED DBN 3 464.52
3 |ARCHO1-ARCH'S BAKERY BX000S-B & X Wholenuts TOM DBN 3 3231.29
4 |ARCHO1-ARCH'S BAKERY CRYS03-Crystal Puddle Ranberry Juice DAVE DBN 16 3149.15
5 |ARCHO1-ARCH'S BAKERY ROMAO1-Ronalds Dried Basil DAVE DEN 114 19705.54f
6 |ARCHO1-ARCH'S BAKERY YARDOI-Yardville Health Ale DAVE DBN 3 270.97|
7
E MNew Name
9
10 MName: |
1 Stope: Waorkbook
12 Comment:
13
14
15
16
17 Refersto: | _gheet1sa:sr
18
19
20
21
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Ancovenrview of the Report Creation Process
In order to create a report from first principles you need to follow the following process:

¢ You need to have a connection to the database that you wish to create your report on

e You need to understand which tables and fields within this database are required to generate
your report and the location of these tables and fields

e You can then create a container that references these tables and fields

e Once the container has been created you can create your report and add the expressions to the
report as required

e You can also add any filters or parameters that might be required to the report at this time

e Once you have edited the report layout in Excel remember to link your Excel template back to the
report so that you don’t lose any of your changes

e The diagram below graphically represents this process

MSSQL
DATABASE

TABLE 1 TABLE 2 TABLE 3

l

ODBC

l

THE ADMINISTRATOR MODULE

CONNECT TO AN ADD A DATA ADD AN
EXTERNAL B — CONTAINER > EXPRESSION TO
DATABASE THE CONTAINER

l
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ADD A FOLDER ADD A REPORT SET THE REPORT
> — > PROPERTIES
RUN THE LINK THE EXCEL
REPORT > WORKBOOK AS
TEMPLATE

Updating BIC through a Proxy
If you need to update BIC, but access to the internet is via a proxy server, you need to add the Proxy to
BIC.

Firstly, make sure of your Proxy Settings. The best way to eliminate any errors is to copy your proxy
settings from Internet Explorer

Copy Proxy Settings

1. Open Internet Explorer
2. Select Tools

=l Tools
Delete Browsing Hiskary, ..

Pop-up Blocker k
Phishing Filter »
Manage Add-ons r

Windows Messenger
Diagnose Conneckion Problems, ..
Sun Java Console

Internet Options Internet options

3. Select Internet Options
4. Select the tab Connections
5. Then select LAN Settings
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ACCOL General | Security | Privacy Cnntant’i Connection: ;_r'mgram TrvETTET Connectlons

To set up an Internet connection, click
Setup.

Dial-up and Yirtual Private Metwark settings

&5 Alchemes: VPN Add..,
Settings

Choose Settings if vou need to configure & proxy
server for a connection,

(2) Mewver dial a connection
(D Dial whenever a network connection is nok present
O Always dial my default connection

Local Area Nebwork (LAN) settings

LAN Settings da not apply to dial-up connections. LAN setting: LAN Settl ngS

Choose Settings above For dial-up settings.

6. Under Proxy server, highlight and copy the proxy settings

Local Area Hetwork (LAN]) Settings

Automatic configuration

Automatic configuration may override manual setkings, To ensure the
use of manual settings, disable autormatic configuration,

Automatically detect settings

[ise automatic configuration scripk:

Proxy server

Ilse a progy server For your LAKN (These settings will not apply to
dial-up or ¥PMN connections).

Proxy Settings

s || I ]
Address: i_192.168.D.4 [ Foro 50 |r Advanced 1

[ Bvpass proxy server For local addresses

[ Ok ][ Cancel ]

7. Make a note of the Port Settings
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9° ud"pTerH Bit administrator
2. Go to Tools
3. Select Configure Internet Connection

Window  Help

Update Client Libraries
Update Metabase

AC

Client Libraties Repaort Configure Internet

Zonfigure Internet Connection Connections
Alchemesx: Community
License Manager

Configure Excel Output Engine

Cpen Log File
Delete Log File

Authorise Remote Repart Import

Generate Conkainer Transform File

Genetate Conkainer Transform File (Encryphed)
Query Metabase

Showe System Yariables

4. Under Properties select the drop down arrow, then select Proxy

roperiies

Froperties ]

Internet Acceszs Tupe
|DEF&ULT -]~

DIRECT
DEFAULT

5. Select Appl

Properties ]

Internet Access Type

[PROSY ~| 4
-

Prowy Server addiess and Port [e.0. MyServer:808(

Prompt for Proxy Logon

Mo =]

ISl

6. Under Proxy server Address and Port



P . SPhde the Proxy es sopisd
8. Add a colon
A 9% "aAld {hNerort

Fropertiez 1
Intemet Access Type
Apply
o =
Prowy Server Address and Port (e.g. MyServer:808(0 =i
{192 168 . 0.4:80
Frompt for Prosy Logon
['ES =l
ok | Cancel ]

10. Select OK
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How te protect the output book

When using BIC, it might be necessary to protect the Microsoft Excel file from being edited by
unauthorized persons.

When you have protected the Microsoft Excel workbook the following occurs:

¢ When attempting to edit anything on the sheet, the below message will appear:

Microsoft Office Excel

The cell or chart that wou are trying to change is protected and therefore read-only.

tj./

To modify a protected cell or chart, First remove protection using the Unprotect Sheet command {Review tab,
Changes group). You may be prompted For a passward,

This applies to data input and formatting changes.

e The only available worksheet right click options are Unprotect sheet and Select All Sheets

S}y Unprotect Sheet..,

Select All Sheets

In BIC Report Manager, select the relevant report

1. Under Properties, select Show Advanced



P Alchemex Reporting Solutions {Yersion 6.7.500] - [Rep... E]@ﬁ‘

5o File Action Report Window Help 1AL
AC - " o
|olEl=plmwv] | >lolulslalalss] @ :
Object #|| Fropeties |Columns] Fiters | Parameters | Sort Fieids | Agct [ ¥ Report Propertles
|41 H
Mo || e |

[ contai... -
4 Feport Marme :1

:ll g:ﬁz ‘Top Customers by Praduct 2-0 [Dema)
4 Demo... Description

‘Sa\es by Customer by Product - Used with D ashboar

Template Starage Location
|C:\dlchemexE04Standard Metal ata14T emplatest,

Report Template
| &l
Parameters on Second Sheet | |
1 Jason
CAMrEx.
il 7= Show Advanced

2. Select Protect Output Book
3. Select Apply

A Alchemex Reporting Solutions {Yersion 6.7.500] - [Report M...
g Fle Action Report Window Help g X

[al=[plnm]v] ] > [olswlo]AASE 9

Ohject | Fropeties IEo\umns] F\Itersl Parametersl Sort F\e\dsl Aggrega ¥ Apply
Home: Repart 1D —
12003 [16

_ container -
- Report Name :1

E: E:‘IFQEST |Sa\es Qty by Custamer per Month 2-0 (P2007]

1 Demon Diescription
S ales Gty by Customer by product per Month with compari

Template Storage Location
| alchemex604S tandard MetaD atalTemplates'

Report Template [Excel 37-2003 Template [* =]
|Sales Gty by Customer per Month 2-0 [PZ007) xit

Parameters on Second Sheet v
Report Locked I
Show Distinct B ows r
(=" Top Rows (Leave Blank for All Rows)
E‘ Stoc |
¥sroc.. Attomatically Format First Shest W
Top ...
Top Hide the Source Data in Report r
Cdsson Protect The Ouput Back - Protect the Output Book
TI Mol Retain All Run Instances r
lnew
o newitest Keep Original Instance Audit i
Zlwep w || V¥ Show Advanced 5 _j

As soon as it is applied, a field called Output Book Protection Password (Randomly Selected
if Blank) will become available, we recommend that you enter your own password into this field
so that you are able to unprotect the output book at a later stage if required.
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P B4 4lchemex Reporting Solutions {Version 6.7.5007 - [Report Manager]

£ File Action Report ‘Window Help | B %
AC iplalms lm( - o |l |l s 4| o
Clumlmpnmv|-| »e|u|ee6lElsR]
Object -~ PfDDETtiBSE‘ Eu\umnsl Flllersl Falamelersl Sort F\elds] fLiggregate Flllersl
_'jDITIE Description E
Tl 2003 JSaIes Gty by Customer by product per Month with comparison to pr
j Enr!lalnal Template Storage Location d
= D';'TQE or |C:\tlehemenE0NStandaid MetaDatal\Templatesh
) Demonstra.. Report Template [Excel 97-2003 Template [*.x1t]] J
REL &, |Sales Gty by Customer per Month 2-0 [F2007) xlt
HKL D.. Parameters on Second Sheet i
Sales
E Giales Report Locked H
7 Gales Show Distinct Rows m
E Sou.. Top Rows [Leave Blank for All Bows)
B Cal..
B Filters 7 T —
B Par utomatically Format First Sheet W
B Sort.. Hide the Source Diata in Repart H
El Agg.. Protect The Output Book. i~
E Stock ...
|z‘ Stock .. Output Book Protection Password [Fandomly Generated if Blank]
g 1onc ! — Password field
 Mtoprr Ristain Al Fun Inslances [
j :vla:;:cel 2 Keep Oniginal Instance Audit '
new Run Macroz On Completion
1 newtest
drep || ¥ Show sdvanced v v{

Insert a password, taking note that this field is case sensitive

Run the report as normal

Notice that no changes can be made to the Microsoft Excel Workbook

To unprotect the sheet, select the sheet and then select Unprotect Sheet

®NoO

_;":m Unprotect Sheet...

Select All Sheets

9. The following screen will open:

Unprotect Sheet

Passward; | |

10. Insert the password and select OK
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Using Find and Replace in BIC
The database we connect to via BIC has grown and we decided to change some of the table names. Is
there a quick way of changing the database table names in a container in BIC?

Yes, by using the Find and Replace feature.
Method

1. Right click on the container
2. Select Find and Replace

m QDEC Driver for Access
T@E&.-’-‘-.Iu:heme:-: Training

. ; Open
. T@;{ REL Tradlng REname
& ODBC Driver for Dielete

!‘HE‘ ODBC Driver for Add Expressions

E‘H QDEC Dr!ver for Check/Test
ﬂ QDEC Dr!ver for Propiitiss
;@@ﬂ ODEBC Driver for Befrach
@1‘, ODBC Diiver fo

WA ODBC Driver S0, 1

¥ OLEDE Provide
W Oracle ODBC D, Sample Data

¥ Pervasive ODB]  Count Rows

iﬁ Pervaszive ODBI  Show Dependencies

ﬁﬂ Pervasive Softw  Check!Test all Expressions
ﬂ Sage Line 100 Find and Replace

¥ 5age Line 501 Show Indexes

ﬁﬂ Sage Line 50+]  Lock Container

idﬁ Sage Line 50+l Lock Container Expressions
i,'lﬁ Sage Line 50wl  Generate Unlock Pin Codes

Find and Replace

3. Enter the existing table name under Find What and the new name under Replace With
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AC

Eind What: |docurnertlines

Replace With  |documenteniries

- Expressions to Effect
v Data Field Sources
¥ Erpressions
v Excel Formulae

W Pass Through Yariables

(] | Cancel

Include in Replace

v Expression Mames
¥ Erpression Sources
v Ex=pression Lookups

v Container Source

4. Tick all expressions you would like to effect and also select what to include in the Replace by
selecting the relevant tick boxes.

5. Select OK

6. The following screen will confirm that the find and replace was successful

Complete

X]

\y [documentlines] was replaced 20 times in the container,

Compact Metadata Functionality
This functionality is handy when Time-out errors occur at runtime as a result of a large and

sluggish alchemex.svd file.

Compacting the alchemex.svd file will reduce the size of the file as it removes any unnecessary
unassociated connections that were recorded, as well as any other background files.

Method

1. Select File

2. Then select Compact Metadata



P‘m Action  Report  ‘Window  Help

A ¢ «  Backup Metadata & Templates
Change Metalhata Repository
Compact MetaData Compact Metadata
Change Software Update Faolder
Configure Internet Connection

Exxit

3. A message that BIC must shut down will appear

‘]\i') To compact wour Metalata Alchemesx: must shut down, Do vou wish to continue?

Yes Mo

4. Select Yes
5. The following will then open

42 Alchemex Maintenance Utility 6.6.5

b:\ALCHEHEXSD\STANDARD METADATAYALCHEMEX . 8WD
File Size: 1833104 bytes

Compact 5WD

6. Select Compact SVD
7. A Confirm message box will open
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9D This will attempt to compact vour server Metadata file, Please make sure that there are
- no users logged on to alchemnesx: before continuing. IF wou wank ko proceed press Yes
else press Mo to abort,

8. Select Yes
9. The BIC Maintenance Utility window will be populated with commands as it gets

executed

/4~ Alchemex Maintenance Utility 6.6.5

C:%ALCHEMEXGOY STANDARD METADATANALCHEMEX. SWD
File S5ize: 1839104 bytes

Copying: C:A\ALCHEMEXEOD\STANDARD METADATANALCHEMEX. S3VL ---=
C:3ALCHEMEXEOY STANDARD METADATAYalchemex backup. siwd
Copy Complete

Deleting: C:WALCHEMEMEOYSTANDARD METADATANALCHEMEX. 5WD
Lelete Complete

Compacting: C:WALCHEMEXEOYSTANDARD

METADATAYalchemex backup.swd ---> CoWALCHEMEXEOYWSTANDARD
METADATAYALCHEMER . WD

Compact Conplete

10. When it has completed, the following message will appear, asking you to delete the
backup file after verifying that BIC is working correctly

Completed Successfully

. Completed compacting. Compact ratio = 6%,
\lt) Flease delete the backup File that this utility created when wou hawve verified that

alcheme:: is working correctly, The File is (CHALCHEMERXADTSTANDARD
METADATA\alcheme:x_backup, swd).

11. Select OK
12. The backup file can either be deleted or kept as an additional backup
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Picklist-Functionality

It is sometimes useful for reports to prompt for connection information at runtime. This way a user can
specify where the data is coming from.

A connection needs to be modified in the Administrator Module to be dynamic. The properties of this
connection need to be modified to use PICKLIST functionality.

The PICKLIST supplies a user with a choice of databases when running a report, giving the user the
option to select which databases to run a report from.

Sometimes this Picklist does not work as expected, even though the syntax is correct, especially when
running off a number of companies.

This raises the question whether there is a limit to the amount of companies/databases BIC can connect
to using a Picklist?

The only limitation however is the number of characters allowed in defining a lookup for an expression
such as the syntax for the Picklist.

Froperties l

Connection [0
: ]

F

Connection Tepe [D
3

Connection Mame
|Picklist

Ilze Auta Connection System -

Accesz Databaze [mdb)
FicklistM=5elect DB K L:C:\Alchemesblh ——. Picklist Syntax

zer D
|

Pazzword

o Advanced g
i | Cancel |

Previously the limit was 255 characters.

With the release of BIC version 6.7.0.515 this number was increased to 65 000.
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hwould liketo mpply an aggregate filter (Count) to a number of columns. Is there a quick way In BIC to
apply the aggregate to multiple columns?

Yes, by right clicking on the selected columns and applying the aggregate filter.
Method

1. Select the columns
2. Rightclick and select Apply Aggregate

Objsct | #|| Properties Columns |Fi|ters| Parametersl 4] ]
I:lgme Agareqgatef Add
Demonstrat ]
1 Demonztration Select the columns
[# | Management Pack D-2-0 (D... =
W REL Analysiz Dashboard 240 ... ﬂ
| RKL Dashboard 20 [Dema) o
I i

| Sales Cube Report 240 [Demal Dol 3 ks
“ Gales Details 20 (Demo) HPaperies Wi BEe]
E Stock Re-Order Levels 2-01... > Desbog I.ﬁ.!::ply P.gu;Egate Apply Aggregate
E Top Custorners by Product 2-. [> DocMa
E Top Products by Fush:umer 2. B+ DocTwpe

B Source Container [* OrderMa

= Columns [> Period

E= Filters [= ProductCateq...

B Parameters [ ProductCode. .

= Sort Fields [ ProductD

B Aogreoate Filters > Praductame

1 Picklist L= Qty

ki | | = RecadType

= Source Container [> SalezmanlD

E Columns [ SalesPerson...

= Filkers [ Stare bt

= Parameters < [ >

| = I N P S v = .-

26 Dbjects

3. Select the function you would like to apply across the columns



PA S Select function to perform on the Measure

ACCO\

" Ma

f* Mone

£ Sum

" Min

B

(" Count

" Average

Cancel

4. Select OK

5. The aggregate function will now be applied to multiple columns

== Report Manager

[

|21 % | v] -

Object

Home

L EEE

| Demonstration
Management Pack D-2-0...
REL Analyziz Dazhboard. .
REkL Daghboard 2-0 [De...
Salez Cube Repaort 2-0[...

Salez Detailz 2-0 [Demo)

Stock Re-Order Levels 2.
Top Customers by Pradu...
Top Products by Custom...

F3 Source Containes
B Columng

B3 Filters

B Parameters

B Sort Fields

B Agoregate Filters

1 Picklist
[#]ri

= Source Container
B Columng
B3 Filters

B Parameters
| o I P 0 ) S

£

Filkers ] F'arameters] Sort Fields ] Aggreg .’

Fropertiez

M ame 1 AgaregateF ... ) _ﬁ_ add

[ Customer... Count

[ CostPrice  Count =]

[+ Customer... Count
[ Customer..  Count
[ CustSupp... Count
[ Date Count
[ Description

[ DocMo

[ DocType

[ OrderMa

B Perind

B+ PraductC...

[ ProductC...

B ProductD

[ Product...

B Oty

[ RecordT...

[ Salesman...

B SalesPer. .

[ Store

[ Tax

|

26 Objects

Aggregate
function
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Add Datalesss Report

Picklists allow you to consolidate data from same and disparate databases. What if you
need to consolidate data from sources other than a database?

BIC allows you to add a Dataless Report for the purpose of consolidating data from sources
other than a database.

The Dataless report does not access any database but rather activates an Excel workbook
that contains Macros designed to consolidate information from workbooks that you have
stored previously in other reports.

Method
1. In the Report Manager Module, right click on the report folder

2. Select Add Dataless Report

Open
Rename
Delete

Add Report
Properties
Refresh

Fun Report Batch
Fun Report Batch (Mode 2)

add Union Report
#dd Cube Report
add Sub Query Report

Add Dataless Repaort

Impaort Report

3. Enter a name for the Dataless report in the displayed box

Enter a name for the Consolidation Report

k. Cancel |

4. Select OK _
5. Notice the report icon , indicating that it is a dataless report

6. You will now need to link this Dataless report to an Excel book that contains the
functional macros

7. Select the Report and then select the browse button next to the Report Template



P;— B4 Alchemex Beporting Solutions {Yersion 6.8.1007 - [Report Manag. .. Ellﬁlfgl

A CC m’,’ File Action Report Tools Window  Help — |
s [alm|EEn]v]- | >[olas][aaSm] 2] 37
(biject | Properhies ]

_'_‘]Dme Fepoit 10
_ blah 113
1 Demaonstration -
i lidations lFéelelth‘lamelld .
Y {a] g™
= wcel Congolida
[#] M anagement Pack... Dsscription
[ REL Analysis Dash... IE:-:u:eI Conzaolidations
i REL Dashboard 2-.. Template Storage Location
|| Sales Cube Report... |C:hAlchemexE0NStandard Metal atahTemplates’y
] 5ales Details 2:0... T
E Stock Re-Order Le... I P ? ]
E Top Customers by ...
e | Top Products by C... Report Infarmation on Second Sheet "2
[ Show Advanced W ﬂ
13 Objects

8. Navigate to the report that contains the functional macros

Select a Template l

Look in: |Q Templates j ok B3

%J Detailed Customer Docurments, <k
ﬁFixTempIates.exe

ty Recent Management Pack D-2-0 (Demo), =t
Documents @ REL Analysis Dashboard 2-0 {Dema), xlt
E @ REL Dashboard 2-0 (Dema). =t

: @ Sales Details -0 (Demo), xt

Desktop Salesman Report Test.al_

Salesman Repart. al_

@ Stock Re-Order Levels 2-0 (Demao).xlt

B TEMP1 2t

@ Training Sales Fepart.xlt

Training Sales Report. xlt&ec?2a60-0e2b-4517-b76c-747b7900F 1d5. kmp

@'.

|

u

ocuments

=
=
L }
=

@

Fy Computer

My Metwork il name: [TEMPT A =l Open
Places
Files of type: ]_><LT __:J Carcel
- |

9. Select Open

10. The report will now be linked to the Dataless Report folder:
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Undeck MSsExcel

| made some changes to a report, now when the report runs, Excel is frozen. How can | unlock
Excel?

When BIC runs a report out to Excel it takes control of Excel and prevents user interaction with
Excel. If a report runs into rendering problems, it is possible that Excel can be left locked.
Excel can however be unlocked in BIC.

Method
1. In the Report Manager Module, select the Home object
2. Right click and select Unlock Excel

D

22 bleh noclljdep Id
1 Demonztration o
=5 ) Properties
Eucel Congolid:
| Refresh
datalesz
EERENEINELIRE]  Lnlock Excel

REL &nalysiz O Swikch Qukput Mode
RKL Dashboan  show Hidden Reports
Sales Cube Rel  Show System Yariables

Sales Details 2 i ]
Stack Fie-Orde Configure Internet Connection

alcherne:x: Community
License Manager
Update Client Libraries
Impork Report

Top Customers
Top Products b

[ R EEE

Zompress xL File
UnCompress ¥L_ File
Scheduler Tool (via Request Server)

3. Excel will now be unlocked and user interaction will be allowed again
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System-Vactiables

| am using Windows Scheduler to run my reports unattended. Is there a way of adding the run

date of these reports to the filename?

Yes, by using a System Variable.

Method

View System

Variables

1. View the available System Variables in BIC by right clicking Home in the Report

Manager module and selecting Show System Variables

(B Pastel Business Intelligence Centre - [Report Manager]
ﬁFile Edit Action Report Tools ‘Window Help

S W al Y A 1Al
Object
4
- Open
_I[ Add Folder
[ Properties
[ Refrash
] Unlock, Excel
| Switch Output Mode
5 Show Hidden Reports
™| wstem Yariables
]

Show System Variables

2. Alist of available System Variables will be displayed, note the name and the field

Current Value of the variable:

System Variables

Data To Excel

&l
ErEARE
EMONTHE
BDAYE
EMONTHNAME®
EWEEKDAYE
EDAYNAMEG
EMONTHSTART &
EMONTHEND &
EPRINAYEAR
EPRIDAYEAR1E
GFRIDAYEAR 2@
EPRIDAYEAR 3@
EPRIDAVEARYE
EPRIDRYEARSE
ENEXTYEARE
ENEXTTEARTE
BNEXTYEARZE
BNEXTYEARIE
ENEXTYEAR4E
EHEXTYEARSE
ETIMEE
@EUARTERE
@EYSTEMUSERE
EWORKSTATIONG
GBLOGINNAMER
BAPPPATHE
BAPPEXER
@APPVERSIONE
EDLLPATHE
GUSER_ACCESS LEVEL_

Friday

01 August 2003
31 August 2009
2008

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2mo

2mn

2011

2mz

203

2014
11:46:40 A
3

b yrtle
RECEPJHE

ChalchernexG
Alchemes. exe

£.8.100

C:A\Program Files\Comman
1}

rd
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard

Standard w
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¢ do Jn the Report Manager module, select the report you would like to schedule and select
Show Advanced on the properties of the report

A

Alchemex Reporting Solutions {V¥ersion 6.8.1007 - [Report ... E|EJE|
@ File Action Report  Window Help = 4

=]

EOBEOREREE

SEREEEEE

= Eemonstration

Copy of Managemen...
list

M anagement Pack ...
REL Analyzsiz Dashb...
REL Dazhboard 2-01...
Salez Cube Report 2.
Sales Details 2-0[De...
Stock Re-Order Lew...
Top Customers by Pr...

=@ w7 -
|_ﬂ3iect | Properties ]CDIumns] Filters] Parametersl Spdl*
Home Hide the Source D ata in Report

| Arita training

Praotect The Output Book

=

Retain &l Run Instances
K.eep Original Instance Audit

Fun Macrog On Completion

Run &dd{ns

| 5

Generate Dutput File

| |

Cloze Book on Completion

Clear Additional B anges on Create and L

v~

¥ Show Advanced

12 Dbjectz

2. Select the Generate Output File field

Alchemex Reporting Solutions {Yersion 6.8.100} - [Report ... E|E

&3

ﬁ File Action Report Window Help = &
] B e R O Nl 2 e W Y
Object | Properties ICDIumns] Filtersl F'arameters] So_‘J_’_J
I:Iome Hide the Source Data in Report
| Anita training

SAREEEEE

] Demonstration
Copy of Managemen. ..

list
Management Pack. ...

REL Analysiz Dashb..
REL Dazhboard 2-01...
Sales Cube Feport 2.
Salez Details 2.0 [De...
= {Stock Re-Order Lew. .
EI Top Customers by Pr...

Frotect The Output Book.
Fetain &I Bun Instances
Keep Original Instance Audit

Fun Macro: On Completion

Run &dd-Inz

| |

Generate Dutput File

| =

=

Select Show
Advanced

Select Generate

Cloze Book on Completion

Clear Additional Fanges on Create and L

W Show advanced

v -

12 Objects

Output File

3. Specify a full file path and name for the file, include the @DATE@ variable, such as:
C:\MyReports\StockReorder @DATE@.xIs



PAS

PRI E Alchemex Reporting Solutions {Version 6.8.100} - [Report ... :HE”'S__Q
ﬁ File Action Report ‘Window Help -

B ||| )| % L R Y @

Object | [ PTIDIJB.T.“BS ] Colurﬁns.1 Filters] F'aliameiers] -SD 11

Horne Show Distinct Rows
1 Anita training

(1 Demoristration Top Rows [Leave Blank for &l Fows)

IE Copy of Managemen..
E ligt Automatically Format First Shest
E tanagement Pack ... Hide the Source Data in Report
[#] REL Analysis Dashb..
E REL Dashboard 201... Pratect The Output Book, J
I'—_f Sales Cube Report 2... Retain &l Bun Instances
[¥]5ales Detals 20 [De... N .
Wg Sk B F.eep Orginal Instance Audit
|z| Top Custarners by Pr. Run Macroz On Completion
Run Add-ns

[ 1l

Generate Output File

C:\MyReportzhStockReorder_
@OATEE w3

ot e

¥ Show Advanced V_v_]
" [12 Objects

4. The scheduled report will now be saved with the date included in the file name:

&% C:\MyReports

Eile Edit ‘ew Favorites Tools  Help i
& ) [
@ Back s .ﬁ‘ 7~ Search ‘[.1_ Folders
Address |'\'_? CHiMyReports Vl Go
X
Falders StockReorder_21 August

2009, xls
Microsoft Office Excel 97-200, .,

]

|G|

H () Myrtle
# [ recepihb
# [ EvoBICMetaData
[# [C5) Evoalution
# ) Inetpub
& (3 Joke
[C3) KurtDarren E.
# [C5) Lost and found desktop
[ (3 myrtle
[Z5) Mew Folder
I3 Mew Folder (23
# ) OpenEdge
# [C5) Pasteln?
[# IZ3) Program Files v
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ACCOUNTING

Activate Reports

| would like to ensure Excel is activated and brought to the front of my desktop when a report
finishes running.

You need to ensure the Automatically Activate Reports Option is selected.

Method

1. When opening the Administrator Module, right click on Enterprise and select Configure
Excel Output Engine

4l Alchemex Reporting Solutions {Version 6.8.
g File Edit Action Tools Window Help

o (@@ (%m0 9 ¥el

| Froperties ]

g Cnterprise Open AR
Properties E

Refresh

Update Client Libraries
Update Metabase
Client Libraries Report

Configure Internet Connection
Alchemesx Community
License Manager

Configure Excel
Output Engine

Configure Excel Qutput Engine:

Open Log File
Delete Log File
Show System Yariables

2. Make sure the Automatically Activate Reports option is selected (it normally is by
default)
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LRSI Set Config Options for Excel Output Engine

Configure your Excel Dutput Engine here.
Warning: Thiz will affect how all Reports
Run on all Workstations.

Iv Take Tight Control of Excel ﬂ
[v Take Tight Contral of orkBook

v Allow Book to Cloze on Completion

Automatically Activate
v Automatically Activate Reports Reports

[ Lock wWindows when Locking workbook s

[v Forces Reports to Abart if no data returned

[ Allow Render Delays for User Cancel J
Iw FRefresh Excel Formulae in Raw [ata

[ Maintain Pivot Cache Cube Connections

v Attempt Repair Colorless Charts in Excel 12

[ Allaw Bunning of Hoaok,

=

()4 Cancel |

3. Select OK

4. Now when a report is completed, Excel will be activated and brought to the front of your
desktop session.
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Delaying Recalculation

| have a large report with several companies that are being consolidated. Each time | run the
report it renders and calculates data. Is there a way to force BIC not to calculate and then do the
calculation by macro once all data has been rendered?

Yes, in BIC you can delay the recalculation.

Method 1

7. In the Administrator module, go to Tools, then go to Configure Excel Output Engine

indaow  Help

|Update Client Libraries
|Update Metabase
Clienk Libraries Report

Configure Internet Connection
Alchernex Cammunity
License Manager

Configure E Oukput Engine

Configure Excel

Opetikog e Output Engine

Delete Log File

Authorise Remote Report Import
Generate Container Transform File
Generate Container Transform File 1
Showy Swstem Yariables

8. On the Set Config Options deselect Force Book Recalculation

Set Config Options for Excel Output Engine

Confligure your Excel Dutput Engine here.
Warning: This will affect how all Reports
Run on all Workstations.

Iv Refresh Add-In Links i{

Force book recalculation

Iv wirite Book Summary Informatior

|v Refresh Pivot Table Data

¥ Mame Ranges and pdate Excel Fomulae

v Allow Running of Add-ns

Iv &low Running of Template Macros
Iv &low Autoformatting of Data Sheet
Iv Allow Retaining of Run Instances
I¥ Allow Run Instance Auditing

v Allow Output File Gereration

¥ Take Tight Control of Excel

Iw Take Tiaht Control of ‘workBook ﬂ

Cancel

9. Select OK
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ACCOUNTING

Adding my own defined System Variables

Our company has worldwide branches and would like to cater for the different Month and Year
ends.
I am currently using the System Variable @DATE@, but can | add my own variable?

Yes you can, by defining the Variable in the BIC.ini file.
Method
To view the existing list of System Variables:
1. From the Report Manager Module, right-click on Home and select Show System
Variables, or from the Administrator Module, right-click on Enterprise and select Show

System Variables

Pt Hoe: Open

a8 i Felder

—IEEFE Properties
b
L Refresh
: i
[ | b Unlock Excel
E F  Switch Qukput Mode
[#]F  Show Hidden Reports
] =l Show System Yariables ShO}N System
= Variables
EE : :
? 5 Zonfigure Internet Connection
v S Alchemes Communiky
7] 1 License Manager

Update Client Libraries
Import Report

Zompress xL File
UnCompress ¥L_ File
acheduler Tool {via Request Server)

2. This will show all currently defined System Variables



PA S System Yariables

A C ¢ 0 Ul Data To Excel

18] | M arne Current alue | Type 1D A
28 EAPFYERSIONE 6.8.100 1

29 @DLLPATHE C:\Program File... 1

30 @USER_ACCESS_LEWVEL_ID@ 0 1

il @SECURITY_MODEL_ID@ 0 1

32 @CUBERATHE ChalchemesB0.. 1

3 @TEMPLATEPATHE C:halchemesg0... 1

34 @CURRCOMPANY & 1

35 @DATASETINDEXE 0 1

36 @AUTO_CONN_CATALOGE 1

a7 @AUTO_CONN_SERVER®E 1

38 @AUTO_CONN_USER®E 1

33 @LAST_COWNMN_CATALOGE 1

40 @LAST_COWNM_SERWERE 1

41 @LAST_COWNM_USERGE 1

42 @AUTO_CONN_DWwW_CaTALOGE 3

43 @AUTO_CONM_Dw_SERWER® 3

44 @AUTO_CONMN_Dw_USER®E 3

47 @AUTO_CONM_CUBES_FOLDER @ 1

48 @RANDOM_GUID@E d7b1F7E-Oble-. 1

49 @RANDOM_INTEGER@ 7055 1 w
< >

3. To define your own System Variable, go to the Alchemex.ini file. By default this is
installed under C:\Program Files\Pastel Evolution

B Alchemex.ini - Motepad [ZI[EWE

File Edit Format Wiew Help

L FLSERIAL DLL PLUPDATE.DLL PLIMOUT.DLL PLPLUGA.DLL
LPLPLUGE.DLL PLPLUGC. DLL PLPLUGD.DLL PLPLUGE.DLL
AdminReguiredLibraries=

AddinLibraries=PLP%S3RY.0OLL PLDEALER.DLL

[Trigaer]

FirstRunlpdates=n0

[Cube]

DefaultCubeFilePath=C\AlchemexbB0ivStandard MetaData\Cubes
[ETL]

ApplySGELTranslate=1

[GlobalSysWars]

Active=@ COUNTRYAFINYEARSTARTE @COUNTRY AFINYEA
REMD&

E@BCOUNTRYAFINYEARSTARTE=01 June 2009
ECOUNTRYAFINYEAREMDE=31 May 2010

4. Add the following, each variable must be added on a separate line, then save the file:

[GlobalSysVars]
Active=@COUNTRYAFINYEARSTART@,@COUNTRYAFINYEAREND@
@COUNTRYAFINYEARSTART@=01 June 2009
@COUNTRYAFINYEAREND@=31 May 2010

5. The new variable will be added under the System Variables:
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ACCO Datka To Excel

vp.. | Tvpe L
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard
Standard

40 ELAST_COMM... Standard

41 ELAST_COMM... Standard

I} | M armne | Current Walue | T
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

42 EAUTO_COM... 3 [Mu
3
3
1
1
1
2
2

33 @TEMPLATEP... C:halchemest...
34 @CURRCOMP...

id] @EDATASETIN.G. 0

36 @AUTO_CON...

a7 @AUTO_CON...

i} @AUTO_CON...

k] @LAST_CONN...

43 EAUTO_COM... [Mull]

44 EAUTO_COM... [Mull]

47 EAUTO_COM... Standard
43 @ERANDOM_G... 7ba14c81-a17... Standard
43 ERANDOM_L.. 7095 Standard
97 @ECOUNTRYA., 07 June 2003
93 @COUNTRYA., 31 May 2010

Cuztam
Cuztarm -

Please note that because the System Variables are defined in the Alchemex.ini file, Custom
System Variables will vary from site to site. If they are used on a report intended for distribution
then the same definitions need to be created at the destination site. Ordinary System Variables
are available to all BIC sites without having to create them.

Report Writing

Report Writing Methodology

Always ensure you understand your reporting requirements in detail

Create a simple layout in MS Excel and confirm this is the layout required

Identify that all the information you would like in your report is available in the database.
Check if you have existing containers that can satisfy the requirements for this report
If you do have containers: Make the necessary changes to the container and run the
data in Excel

Modify the workbook and the layout as required.

Create and link the new template

If you don’t have a container: Create a new container defining the required fields for
reporting

9. Create a new report linked to this data and run into MS Excel

10. You can also create individual and then union reports to consolidate unrelated data
11. The diagram below graphically represents this process:

arOND =

©N®
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REPORT WRITING METHODOLOGY

Your
report has
been
created!

Design Mode

| need to make changes to my original template. |s there an easy way to change the design of a
report without having to run the report with all the data coming though?

Yes, you can use the Desigh mode to make changes to a template without running a report.

Method

1. In the Report Manager Module, Select the report you would like to make design changes
to, and right click on the report and select Design.
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ACC O L=y Open
[ Copy s P
? Rename
Copy 1
W Delete
had lizt Hein
i e Run Sample
o T —— o
— ¥ [=FoATn ]
[F]RKLE - . Design
2] 6 e Create and Link Template
| IUn-link Template
¥ | Sales Pk
E Sales S
Wlooo e
= T-:.DCE Create PRO File
—1op Check Test
Properties
Refresh
Hiskory
Copy
Mave Ta

Expork Report

Generate Scheduler Command
Clean Template Pivat Fields

Purge Instance History

Schedule Report via Request Server

2. Or, select the Design Icon from the Toolbar

(8

3. The following message box will open

Alchemex

- Designing a report means changing the Excel template that is used Far the repart, This Function will open the
\.‘l‘) template. You may then change the template and then save it Would wou like to open the kemplate For changes
now?

4. Select Yes

5. Your Template will then open
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ACCOL

i3] sales Details 2-0 (Demo)xlt [Compatibility Mode] - = X

A B E -

1 |SALES REPORT ) T

2 |FOR THE PERIOD TO DIATE FROM 00 JAN 1900

4 | SalesPersonlame (Al -

5 |Store (Al -

5 Period (Al -

7 CustomerCategory (A - =

a

10 CustomerCodelame ~ |ProductCategory '|ProductCodeNamE

11 _=l(llank)
12 =l (blank)
13 (Blank)

14 B
15 Grand Total
16
17
18

b
4 4 » ¥ [ Sheetl 'Sheet? | SALES REPORT|MBu] R

Make your desired changes and save the workbook/template
For example, add company logos, change font, colour etc

3H Sales Details 2-0 (Demo)xlt [Compatibility Mode] - = X

A B B
SALES REPORT
FOR THE PERIOD TO DATE FROM 00 JAN 1900

[ES

£ad P | =

salesPersonllame
JStore
Period

CustomerCategory

Change
colour

|| XN ERE

0 o |~ e en | g

10 [CustomerCodelame | - Produc‘lCategory-’|Produc‘lCodeName

11 | =l{blank])
12 = (blank}
13 (blank)

15 Grand Total

M 4 F W[ Sheetl - Sheetz | SALES REPORT|[H

7. Now run the report and notice the changes to your Template

8. You can now create and link your newly designed template.
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website www.pastelevolution.co.za

BIC Training 011 -304 1400




