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Compact Metadata Functionality  
This functionality is handy when Time -out errors occur at runtime as a result of a large and sluggish 

Alchemex.svd file.  

Compacting the Alchemex.svd file will reduce the size of the file as it removes any unnecessary 

unassociated connections that were recorded, as well as any other background files.  

Method  

1. Select File 
2. Then select Compact Metadata 

 

 

http://www.alchemex.com/Resources/Factsheets/Alchemex Report Designer Fact Sheet.pdf
http://www.alchemex.com/Resources/Factsheets/Alchemex Report Designer Fact Sheet.pdf
http://www.alchemex.com/Resources/Factsheets/Alchemex Report Designer Fact Sheet.pdf
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3. A message that Alchemex must shut down will appear  
 

 

4. Select Yes 
 

5. The following will then open  
 

 

6. Select Compact SVD 
 

7. A Confirm message box will open 
 

 

8. Select Yes 
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9. The Alchemex Maintenance Utility window will be populated with commands as it gets 
executed 
 

 

10. When it has completed, the following message will  appear, asking you to delete the 
backup file after verifying that Alchemex is working correctly  
 

 

11. Select OK 
 

12. The backup file can either be deleted or kept as an additional backup  
 

  



 

    Learning Services/ Tips and Tricks (Jan 2011)  

  

7 | 

 

Using Find and Replace in Alchemex  
The database we connect to via Alchemex has grown and we decided to change some of the table 

names. Is there a quick way of changing the database table names in a container in Alchemex?  

Yes, by using the Find and Replace feature.  

Method  

1. Right click on the container  
2. Select Find and Replace 

 

  

3.  Enter the existing table name under Find What  and the new name under Replace With  
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4. Tick all expressions you would like to effect and also select what to include in the 
Replace by selecting the relevant tick boxes.  

5. Select OK 
6. The following screen will confirm that the find and replace was successful  

 

 
 

 

 

Aggregate Filter  
I would like to apply an aggregate filter (Count) to a number of columns.  Is there a quick way In 

Alchemex to apply the aggregate to multiple columns?  

Yes, by right clicking on the selected columns and applying the aggregate filter.   

 

Method  

1. Select the columns 

2. Rightclick and select Apply Aggregate  
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3. Select the function you would like to apply across the columns   

 
 

Select OK 

Select the columns 

Apply Aggregate 
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4. The aggregate function will now be applied to multiple columns  

 

 

Picklist Functionality  
It is sometimes useful for reports to prompt for connection information at runtime. This way a user 

can specify where the data is coming from.  

A connection needs to be modified in the Administrator Module to be dynamic.  The properties of 

this connection need to be modified to use PICKLIST functionality.  

The PICKLIST supplies a user with a choice of databases when running a report, giving the user the 

option to select which databases to run a report from.  

Sometimes this Picklist does not work as expected, even though the syntax is correct, especially 

when running off a number of companies.   

This raises the question whether there is a limit to the a mount of companies/databases Alchemex 

can connect to using a Picklist? 

The only limitation however is the number of characters allowed in defining a lookup for an 

expression such as the syntax for the Picklist.  

Aggregate 

function 
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Previously the limit wa s 255 characters. 

With the release of Alchemex version 6.7.0.515 this number was increased to 65 000.  

Unlock MS Excel 
I made some changes to a report, now when the report runs, Excel is frozen.  How can I unlock 

Excel? 

When Alchemex runs a report out to Ex cel it takes control of Excel and prevents user interaction 

with Excel.  If a report runs into rendering problems, it is possible that Excel can be left locked.  

Excel can however be unlocked in Alchemex.  

Method  

1. In the Report Manager Module, select the Home object  

2. Right click and select Unlock Excel  

Picklist Syntax 
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3. Excel will now be unlocked and user interaction will be allowed again  

 

 

 

http://www.alchemex.com/Webinars.aspx
http://www.alchemex.com/Webinars.aspx
http://www.alchemex.com/Webinars.aspx
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Add Dataless Report 

Picklists allow you to consolidate data from same and disparate databases.  What if you need to 

consolidate data from sources other than a database?  

Alchemex allows you to Add a Dataless Report for the purpose of consolidating data from sources 

other than a databas e. 

The Dataless report does not access any database but rather activates an Excel workbook that 

contains Macros designed to consolidate information from workbooks that you have stored 

previously in other reports.  

 

Method 

1. In the Report Manager Module, right  click on the report folder  

2. Select Add Dataless Report 

 

3. Enter a name for the Dataless report in the displayed box  

 

4. Select OK 

5. Notice the report icon  , indicating that it is a dataless report  

6. You will now need to link this Dataless report to an E xcel book that contains the functional 

macros 
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7. Select the Report and then select the browse button next to the Report Template  

 

 

8. Navigate to the report that contains the functional macros  

 

9. Select Open 

10. The report will now be linked to the Data less Report folder:  
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History  
 

Can I view a list of all of the times a report was run?  
 

Yes, by viewing the History of the report.  
 

Method  
 
 

1. Select the report and right click, select History  
 
 

2. All run instances of the report will be shown  
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3. You can also view the server it was run from and the user logged on to the server, as 
well as the completion time of the report.  
 

4. To delete the history, select Purge Instance History  
 
 

5. You will be asked to confirm your choice to delete the history, select Yes  
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System Variables  
 

I am using Windows Scheduler to run my reports unattended.  Is there a way of adding the run date 
of these reports to the filename?  

 
Yes, by using a System Variable. 

 
Method  

 
View System Variables    

 
1. View the available System Variables in Alchemex by right clicking Home in the Report 

Manager module and selecting Show System Variables 
  

 
 

2. A list of available System Variables will be displayed, note the name and the field  Current 
Value of the variable:  
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http://www.alchemex.com/ProductDetail.aspx?Prod=Analytics
http://www.alchemex.com/ProductDetail.aspx?Prod=Analytics
http://www.alchemex.com/ProductDetail.aspx?Prod=Analytics
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Using the @DATE@ Variable 
 

1. In the Report Manager module, select the report you would like to schedule and select 
Show Advanced on the properties of the report  

 
 

2. Select the Generate Output File field  
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3. Specify a full file path and name for the file, include the @DATE@ variable, s uch as: 
C:\MyReports\StockReorder_@DATE@.xls 
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4. The scheduled report will now be saved with the date included in the file name:  
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Activate Reports  
 

I would like to ensure Excel is activated and brought to the front of my desktop when a report 
finishes running.  

 
You need to ensure the Automatically Activate Reports Option is selected.  

 
Method  

 
 

1. When opening the Administrator Module, right click on Enterprise and select Configure 
Excel Output Engine 
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2. Make sure the Automatically Activate Reports option  is selected (it normally is by default)  
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ƽ 
 
3. Select OK 

 
4. Now when a report is completed, Excel will be activated and brought to the front of your 

desktop session.  
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Change Metadata Repository  
 

I am writing customized reports for different companies and would like to know whether I can 
switch between Metadata Repositories for each company? 

 
Yes, you can by using the Change Metadata Repository function. 

 
The Alchemex Metadata Repository is the set of reports/containers/ templates/rules that you can 
swap in and out of an instance of Alchemex. This means you can create multiple instances of a set 
of reports and swap them in and out depending on what you are working with.  

 
Method  

 
 

1. When opening either the Administrator Module or Report Manager Module, the MetaData 
Repository Location will be available under the Properties Window  
 

 
 

2. To change to a new location, select File, Change Metadata Repository  
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3. A Dialogue Box asking if you would wish to continue will be displayed. Select Yes  
 

 
 

4. You will then be given the option to either Create a New Report Repository, or to Select an 
Existing Report Repository 
 

 
 

5. Select the option to Select Existing Report Repository  
 



 

    Learning Services/ Tips and Tricks (Jan 2011)  

  

27 | 

6. Browse to the new lo cation of the Metadata Folder and select OK  
 

 
 

7. The new location can now be viewed under the Properties Window  
 

 
 

Repeat the process to change back to your original Metadata folder  
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Adding my own defined System Variables  
 

Our company has worldwide branches and would like to cater for the different Month and Year 
ends. 
I am currently using the System Variable @DATE@, but can I add my own variable? 

 
Yes you can, by defining the Variable in the Alchemex.ini file.  

 
Method  

 
1. To view the existing list of S ystem Variables: 

 
2. From the Report Manager Module, right -click on Home and select Show System Variables, or 

from the Administrator Module, right -click on Enterprise and select Show System Variables 
 

 
 

3. This will show all currently defined System Variables  
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4. To define your own System Variable, go to the Alchemex.ini file.  By default this is 
installed under the Alchemex60 folder on the C drive.  
 

 
 

5. Add the following, each variable must be added on a separate line, then save the file:  
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[GlobalSysVars] 
Active=@COUNTRYAFINYEARSTART@,@COUNTRYAFINYEAREND@ 
@COUNTRYAFINYEARSTART@=01 June 2009 
@COUNTRYAFINYEAREND@=31 May 2010 

 
 
6. The new variable will be added under the System Variables:  

 

 
 
 

Please note that because the System Variables are defined in the Alchemex.ini file, Custom System 
Variables will vary from site to site. If they are used on a report intended for distribution then the 
same definitions need to be created at the destination site.  Ordinary System Variables are 
available to all Alchemex si tes without having to create them.  
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